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Montana  Water  Well  Drillers 
Association  Annual  Convention 

The  Montana  Water  Well  Drillers  Association  will  hold  its 
45th  annual  convention  at  the  Billings  Holiday  Plaza,  Billings, 
Montana,  on  February  13  through  the  16,  1990.  The 
convention  will  emphasize  the  expanding  role  of  the 
groundwater  industry  in  the  state  of  Montana. 

There  will  be  roundtable  discussions  in  areas  such  as  monitor 
hole  methods,  computers,  grouting  techniques,  and  financial 
planning.  A  presentation  will  also  be  given  by  a  representative 
from  the  National  Water  Well  Association. 

Manufacturers  and  suppliers  will  have  many  excellent  displays 
of  new  products  that  are  available  to  the  industry.  A  report  of 
Board  activities  will  be  given  by  the  Board  of  Water  Well 
Contractors. 

On  the  lighter  side,  there  will  be  two  nights  of  entertainment. 

Anyone  who  is  involved  or  interested  in  the  field  of 
groundwater  is  cordially  invited  to  attend.  For  additional 
information,  contact  Vicki  Lautt,  Executive  Secretary,  (406) 
665-2871,  Hardin,  Montana. 

A  copy  of  the  agenda  follows  for  your  convenience. 

TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  13, 1990 

1:00  -   5:00  M  &  S  Booth  Setup-Missouri  Room 
7:30  -   9:00  Registration  — Atrium 

WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARY  14, 1990 

8:00  -  1 1:00  M  &  S  Registration 

8:00  -  1 1:30  M  &  S  Booth  Setup  — Missouri  Room 

9:00  -  1 1 :00  MWWDA  Registration  -  Montana 
Convention  Center 

1 1 : 30  -  1 2: 30  MENS  LUNCHEON  -  GALLATIN  ROOM 

12:30  -    1:30  Keynote  Opening— Stillwater  Room 

1:30  -   5:30  Exhibit  Hall  Opens  — Missouri  Room 


4:30  -   5:30  Free  Refreshments  in  display  area 

5:30  -   7:00  Free  Time 

7:00  -  Cash  Bar 

8:00  -  12:00  St.  Valentines  Day 

Dance  — Still water/Bitterroot  Room 
Eat,  drink,  and  dance  to  music  of  the  50s  and 
60s.  Dress  the  part  if  you  want!  Door  prizes 
awarded,  must  be  present  to  win. 

THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY  15, 1990 

9:00  -  Late  Registration  — Contact  a  director 

9:00  -  10:00  M  &  S  Business  Meeting- Big  Horn  Room 
9:00  -  10:00  MWWDA  Business  Meetmg-Stillwater 
Room 

Report  from  the  Board  of  Water  Well 
Contractors 
10:00  -  12:30  Exhibit  Hall  Open 

10:00  -  1 1:00  Roundtable:  Computers;  advantages  for  the 
small  business  concern  —  Missouri  Room 

11:15  -  12:30  Roundtable:  Water  Treatment,  present  and 
future.  How  will  it  affect  you?  — Missouri 
Room 

12:30  -    1:30   Lunch  Break 
1:30  -   2:30  Exhibit  Hall  Open 

1:30  -   2:30  Roundtable:  The  Monitoring  Well  Industry, 
an  Engineer's  overview  —  Missouri  Room 

2:30  -   4:00  MWWDA  Business  Meeting- Stillwater 
Room 

NWWA  Speaker - 
Election  of  Officers 
Unfinished  Business 
6:00  -   7:00  Cash  Bar 

7:00  -  Banquet,  Entertainment,  and  Dance 

FRIDAY,  FEBRUARY  16, 1990 

9:30  -  10:30  MWWDA  Business  Meeting 
10:30  -  12:00  MWWDA  Directors  Meeting 
10:30-  M  &  S  Directors  Meeting 


Fee  Schedule  Change 

On  December  1,  1989,  a  hearing  was  held  on  the  proposed  fee 
schedule  changes.  Two  persons  were  in  attendance  at  the 
hearing.  Several  questions  were  asked,  but  no  objections  were 
raised  to  the  new  fee  schedule.  Xo  written  comments  or 
testimony  were  received.  The  fees  were  adopted  exactly  as 
proposed,  became  effective  on  January  12,  1990,  and  are  listed 
below. 

36.21.415  FEE  SCHEDULE 


(1) 


(2) 


(3) 


(a) 
(b) 
(c) 

(a) 
(b) 
(c) 

(a) 
(b) 
(c) 


(4) 


(5) 
(6) 
(7) 

(8) 


Application  and  examination 
Contractors 
Drillers 

Monitoring  well  constructor 
Re-examination 
Water  Well  Contractor 
Water  Well  driller 
Monitoring  well  constructor 
Renewal 
Contractor 
Driller 

Monitoring  well  constructor 
Late  renewal  fee 
(in  addition  to  renewal  fee) 
Will  be  charged  for  any  license 
not  renewed  prior  to  July  10 
Duplicate  certificate  and/or  license 
Change  in  contractor  name  and/or  address 
Change  in  responsible  contractor 
(new  driller  license  fee) 
Copies  of  law  and  rules  —  per  page 
(drillers  and  contractors  are  exempt  from  fee) 


S250.00 
150.00 
150.00 

125.00 
75.00 
75.00 

115.00 
75.00 
115.00 

55.00 


40.00 
40.00 
40.00 
40.00 
0.20 


A  renewal  fee  was  set  for  monitoring  well  constructors,  and 
the  renewal  fee  for  contractors  and  drillers  was  lowered,  as  was 
the  exam  fee  for  drillers.  The  fees  are  set  commensurate  with 
program  costs.  Direct  and  indirect  costs  are  allocated  based  on 
the  Board's  budget,  which  is  set  by  the  legislature.  A 
breakdown  of  the  costs  is  available  from  the  Board  office. 

If  you  have  any  questions  on  the  new  fee  schedule,  please 
contact  the  Board  office  in  Helena. 

Bond  Action 

All  water  well  contractors  and  monitoring  well  constructors 
licensed  in  Montana  cam-  a  bond.  But  how  many  of  you  have 
never  dealt  with  the  bond  beyond  paying  the  yearly  fee?  The 
bond  does  serve  a  purpose,  as  shown  by  a  recent  action  taken 
against  a  water  well  contractor's  bond. 

A  contractor  received  money  from  two  clients  prior  to  drilling 
their  wells.  Time  passed,  but  the  wells  were  never  drilled,  so 
the  clients  contacted  the  Board  office  in  Helena.  The 
contractor  had  failed  to  renew  his  license  or  bond  in  June.  The 
clients  filed  a  civil  action  and  received  a  judgment  against  the 
contractor.  An  action  was  filed  against  the  bond  in  place  at  the 
time  the  money  was  paid  for  the  two  wells.  The  bonding 
company  paid  the  two  clients  out  of  the  bond  and  sent  the 
remaining  amount  to  the  Board  office  in  Helena. 

Several  other  bond  actions  are  pending. 


Monitoring  Well  Abandonment 

A  rule  is  being  proposed  to  address  abandonment  of 
monitoring  wells.  This  rule  was  included  in  the  discussions  of 
the  Monitoring  Well  Standards  Advisor}'  Task  Force,  but  was 
not  adopted  with  the  other  monitoring  well  construction 
standards.  Pending  approval  by  the  Governor's  Office,  the  rule 
will  be  proposed  for  adoption  in  the  January  or  February  1990 
Montana  Administrative  Register.  Rather  than  send  the  rule 
notice  to  all  water  well  contractors,  drillers,  and  monitoring 
well  constructors,  we  are  printing  the  rule  in  its  entirety  in  this 
newsletter.  It  will  be  proposed  with  no  hearing  contemplated. 

I.    ABANDONMENT    (1)    Monitoring  wells 
that  have  outlived  their  useful  purpose  shall  be 
abandoned  by  one  of  the  following  methods: 

(a)  If  the  casing  and  screen  are  left  in  place,  the 
casing  and  screen  shall  be  grouted  from  the  bottom  up 
using  a  pump  and  hose  or  tremie  pipe  to  conduct  the 
grout  to  the  bottom  of  the  well  or  by  filling  the  casing 
and  screen  with  bentonite  pellets  or  chips.  Metal 
casings  shall  be  cut  off  three  feet  below  the  ground 
surface  and  the  last  three  feet  backfilled  with  naturally 
occurring  soils; 

(b)  If  the  casing  and/or  screen  are  removed,  the 
hole  shall  be  filled  with  grout  or  concrete  from  the 
bottom  up,  as  the  casing  and/or  screen  is  removed. 
The  last  three  feet  shall  be  filled  with  naturally 
occurring  soils. 

(c)  The  grout  shall  be  bentonite  clay  grout,  neat 
cement  grout,  or  concrete.  They  may  contain 
nonbiodegradeable  fluidizing  admixtures,  provided 
they  will  not  contaminate  the  ground  water.  Grouts 
which  settle  shall  be  topped  to  provide  a  continuous 
column  of  grout  to  within  three  feet  of  the  surface;  or 

(d)  other  methods  for  abandonment  with  prior 
board  approval. 

(2)    For  flowing  wells,  the  abandonment 
procedures  outlined  in  Rule  ARM  36.21.671  shall 
apply. 

Auth:  37-43-202,  MCA  Imp:  37-43-202,  MCA 

Section  37-43-202(4),  MCA,  provides  that  the  Board  of  Water 
Well  Contractors  will  adopt  minimum  standards  for  the 
construction,  use,  and  abandonment  of  monitoring  wells.  The 
standards  must  be  designed  to  protect  the  state's  groundwater 
resource  from  degradation  by  contamination  and  loss  of 
hydrostatic  pressure.  The  Board  has  previously  adopted 
construction  standards  for  monitoring  wells  and  had  delayed 
the  adoption  of  abandonment  rules.  There  was  some  question 
as  to  how  the  monitoring  well  constructor  would  be  affected  by 
abandonment  rules  when  he  has  completed  the  drilling  of  the 
well,  turned  the  well  over  to  either  a  consultant  or  the  well 
owner,  and  has  been  gone  from  the  site  for  several  years.  It  v 
the  opinion  of  the  Board  that  the  constructor  would  no  longer 
be  considered  responsible,  provided  the  monitoring  well  was 
constructed  according  to  the  minimum  standards.  It  was 
deemed  important,  however,  to  have  minimum  standards  in 
place  for  abandonment,  regardless  of  who  completed  the 


abandonment.  The  proposed  rule  was  agreed  upon  by  the 
Monitoring  Well  Standards  Advisory  Task  Force  when  the 
minimum  standards  for  construction  were  discussed. 
Considerable  time  and  effort  was  given  by  the  members  of  the 
cask  force,  as  well  as  by  the  Board,  and  it  has  been  determined 
that  the  above  rule  provides  the  best  method  for 
abaondonment  of  monitoring  wells. 

Interested  parties  may  present  their  data,  views,  and  arguments 
concerning  the  proposed  adoption  in  writing  to  the  Board  of 
Water  Well  Contractors,  1520  East  Sixth  Avenue,  Helena, 
Montana  59620  no  later  than  March  8,  1990. 

Anyone  directly  affected  by  the  proposed  adoption  may  request 
a  public  hearing.  To  do  so,  submit  a  written  request  along  with 
written  comments  to  the  Board  of  Water  Well  Contractors, 
1520  East  Sixth  Avenue,  Helena,  Montana  59620  no  later  than 
March  8,  1990. 

If  the  Board  receives  requests  for  a  public  hearing  on  the 
proposed  adoption  from  either  10  percent  or  25,  whichever  is 
less,  of  the  persons  who  are  directly  affected  by  the  proposed 
adoption;  from  the  Administrative  Code  Committee  of  the 
legislature;  from  a  governmental  agency  or  subdivision;  or 
from  an  association  having  not  less  than  25  members  who  will 
be  directly  affected,  a  hearing  will  be  held  at  a  later  date. 
Notice  of  the  hearing  will  be  published  in  the  Montana 
Administrative  Register. 

^routing  and  Steel  at  the  Surface  of  Water  Wells 

According  to  some  of  the  Well  Log  Reports  the  Board  office 
receives,  it  appears  there  is  still  some  confusion  as  to  what  is 
expected  for  surface  grouting  and  casing  at  the  top  of  the  well. 

Board  rule  ARM  36.21.645,  which  allows  the  use  of  plastic 
casing,  requires  a  minimum  of  18  feet  of  steel  casing  below 
ground  extending  18  inches  above  ground  at  the  top  of  the 
well.  Methods  of  installation  are  either:  (a)  installation  of  a 
larger  size  steel  casing  on  the  outside  of  the  plastic  casing,  with 
a  minimum  of  8  feet  of  overlap;  or  (b)  attachment  of  a 
threaded  plastic-to-steel  coupling  directly  to  the  plastic  casing. 
In  either  case,  you  need  to  indicate  on  the  Well  Log  Report 
what  method  you  have  used. 

Board  rule  ARM  36.21.654  requires  a  minimum  of  18  feet  of 
grout  on  all  wells.  More  specific  grouting  requirements  for 
different  formations  and  artesian  wells  are  found  in  rules  ARM 
36.21.655  through  36.21.660.  Copies  of  the  rules  have  been 
mailed  to  all  water  well  contractors  in  the  past.  If  you  do  not 
have  your  copy  or  if  you  have  questions  on  these  two  areas, 
please  contact  the  Board  office  in  Helena.  If  Diana  can't 
answer  your  questions,  she  will  obtain  the  answer  and  get  back 
to  you. 

Monitoring  Well  Log  Reports 

lor  those  of  you  who  have  questions  about  filing  of 
Monitoring  Well  Log  Reports,  please  be  advised  that  you  must 
file  the  Reports.  You  can  either  adapt  the  current  DNRC  form 
for  water  well  filing  to  the  monitoring  well,  or,  if  you  are 
working  with  an  engineer  or  hydrogeologist  who  uses  a  form 
that  specifies  the  formations  encountered  and  the  method  of 


construction,  you  may  use  it.  If  you  use  the  DNRC  form,  please 
be  sure  that  you  indicate  that  the  well  is  a  monitoring  well. 

Should  you  have  any  questions,  contact  the  Board  office  in 
Helena. 

Late  Filing  of  Well  Log  Reports 

Section  85-2-516,  MCA,  requires  all  Well  Log  Reports  to  be 
filed  by  the  driller  within  60  days  after  completion  of  any  well. 
Board  of  Water  Well  Contractors  rule  ARM  36.21.504  (1),  (g) 
provides  that  disciplinary  action  may  be  taken  against  the 
licensee  for  failure  to  comply  with  Section  85-2-516. 

The  Board  office  is  still  receiving  frequent  reports  from  the 
DNRC  Water  Rights  Bureau  Field  Offices  that  the  Well  Log 
Reports  are  being  filed  after  the  60  day  deadline. 

In  discussing  this  problem  with  some  of  the  contractors,  the 
comment  has  been  made  that  the  contractor  does  not  consider 
the  well  completed  until  full  payment  has  been  received.  Once 
a  well  is  physically  completed,  the  Well  Log  Report  must  be 
filed  with  the  proper  DNRC  Water  Rights  Bureau  Field  Office. 
The  counties  covered  by  each  field  office  are  listed  on  the  Well 
Log  Report  forms,  along  with  the  address  of  the  field  office. 

Realizing  that,  in  some  cases,  the  well  owner  is  slow  in 
supplying  the  legal  description  to  the  contractor,  some 
allowances  can  be  made.  However,  if  this  is  the  case,  include  a 
short  note  to  the  effect  with  the  reports  when  you  submit  them 
to  the  field  offices. 

Continued  failure  to  promptly  file  the  reports  may  result  in 
action  against  the  licensee. 

Board  of  Water  Well  Contractor's  Program 
Specialist 

As  past  newsletter  articles  have  given  you  background  on  all 
the  Board  of  Water  Well  Contractors  members,  we  felt  it  was 
time  to  tell  you  about  the  Board's  Program  Specialist,  Diana 
Cutler. 

Diana  was  born  in  Minnesota  and  grew  up  in  North  Dakota. 
She  attended  college  at  Mayville  State,  Mayville,  North 
Dakota,  and  has  taken  classes  at  the  Helena  Vo-Tech  Center, 
the  College  of  Great  Falls  (Criminal  Law  and  Montana 
Geology),  and  at  Montana  Tech  at  Butte  (Summer 
Hydrogeology  Field  Course).  She  has  also  completed  the 
NWWA  course  entitled  "The  Complete  Ground  Water  and 
Well  Technology  Short  Course"  and  the  NWWA 
correspondence  course  entitled  "Introduction  to  Water  Well 
Drilling." 

Diana  has  four  children:  Tammy,  23,  lives  and  works  in 
Helena;  Rob,  22,  lives  and  works  in  Seattle;  Tara,  20,  is  a  junior 
at  the  University  of  Montana,  majoring  in  Russian  with  a 
minor  in  Asian  studies,  and  will  be  attending  college  for  a  year 
at  the  University  in  Kumomoto,  Japan;  and  Tim,  18,  is  a  senior 
at  Jefferson  County  Hill  School  in  Boulder.  Diana  lives  in  a 
small  subdivision  between  Clancy  and  Helena. 

Diana  has  worked  with  the  Board  of  Water  Well  Contractors 
since  1974,  when  the  Board  was  part  of  the  Department  of 
Professional  and  Occupational  Licensing.  At  that  time,  she  was 


also  involved  with  the  licensing  of  plumbers;  sanitarians;  warm 
air  heating,  ventilation,  and  air  conditioning  contractors; 
radiologic  technologists;  and  morticians.  In  1985,  the  Board  of 
Water  Well  Contractors  was  transferred  to  the  Department  of 
Natural  Resources  and  Conservation,  with  a  full  time  staff 
position  available.  Diana  applied  for  the  position  and  was 
hired. 

Besides  working  full-time  for  the  Board,  Diana  is  a  Mary  Kay 
Beauty  Consultant.  She  also  bowls  in  two  leagues  and 
occasionally  decorates  cakes.  The  next  one  will  be  for  her 
oldest  son's  wedding  in  July.  Her  other  hobbies,  when  time 
allows,  include  quilting,  knitting,  and  crocheting. 


For  further  information 
on  any  of  the  material 
contained  herein  contact: 
Diana  C.  Cutler,  Program  Specialist 
Board  of  Water  Well  Contractors 
1520  East  Sixth  Avenue 
Helena,  MT  59620 
(406)  444-6643 
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